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~ framework of regulation may simply not be up to the job of ensuring 

banking stability. — TT Ram Mohan 

Future of People Living in Coastal Areas 

12 India is one of the most vulnerable countries and suffers from the severity of 

climate crisis. People living along the shoreline are in jeopardy because of 

extreme weather events. Hence, an appropriate policy support is necessary to 

build climate resilience. — Tuli Bakshi 

An Effective Data Protection Regulator 

17 One of the proposals of the revised Data Protection Bill is a data protection 

authority—a cross-sectoral regulator that will significantly influence the 

Indian regulatory landscape. Against the backdrop of these developments, 

the appropriate regulatory design is drawn out keeping in mind essential 

questions of India’s existing regulatory capacity. — Bilal Mohamed 

Sustainable Development Goals: A Road Map for the 

North-eastern States 

22 The article notes that the north-eastern states have taken many initiatives to 

implement and localise the Sustainable Development Goals. But achieving 

the targets requires a multipronged approach, concerted and coordinated 

efforts, and focus on sectors where the region has inherent advantages. 

—Inder Jit Singh 

The NEP 2020 and Future of Masters Programmes in 

Management Education 

29 The higher education institutions offering degree or postgraduate diploma in 

management programmes are segmented into three tiers. The daunting 

questions and scaling of the mid-tier institutions are the focus of this 

critical article. — Sai Sailaja Bharatam, K Narendranath Menon 

The Edtech Leviathan 
36 Examining the implications of the tie-up between Google and ByJu’s, in the 

context of the commercialisation of education and the increasing concentration 

of power with monopolistic corporations, it is argued that private platforms 

in the unregulated edtech sector are incentivised to prioritise growth above all 

else, and their programmes are sharply opposed to the socially transformative 

aims of education. — Gurumurthy Kasinathan, Amshuman Dasarathy 

Surviving Debt and Survival Debt in Times of Lockdown 

41 What are the consequences of the covip-i9 lockdown on household debt? 
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impact of National Lockdown on Rural Household’s Income 
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livelihoods. To understand the impact of this national lockdown on rural 

households’ income, this paper empirically examines the determinants of 

reduction in their income and the effectiveness of the government’s response 

in mitigating their economic hardships. — Vinay K Sonkar, Seema Bathla & 

Anjani Kumar   

Economic&PoliticalwEEKLY 
EDITORIAL 

Are Subsidies Trade-distortionary? ..........:..000 7 

COMMENT 

Electoral Rolls and Aadhaat....)....ccccsssssssesesseeeeeees 8 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

From Hate to Heteronomy’s jajcscissssssssscssscsvessoacuesss 9 

FROM 50 YEARS AGO) .....ccccescsseccccvcscsccccsscnsecevseseseces 9 

HT PAREKH FINANCE COLUMN 

Radical Proposals for Banking Stability 

aU TR MONGM caacscsissavepats shnidrtsventtorsoihsoluaties 10 

COMMENTARY 

Climate Crisis and Environmental Degradation: 

Future of People Living in Coastal Areas 

TUE BARS sissccsioisscconsucssacsscpssveenssitecnasaniscece 12 

Designing an Effective Data Protection Regulator 

— Bilal MORQINEG - sccsissesscizizcca esietiestacsxenssateawnsuns 17 

Sustainable Development Goals: 
A Road Map for the North-eastern States 

IER Jit: SUG, ciccvcceashtcsresssucssaigisbeststacatenndsate 22 

The NEP 2020 and Future of Masters 
Programmes in Management Education 

—Sai Sailaja Bharatam, 

K Narendranath Memon J........:ecesecesecesscesseeeesreees 29 

BOOK REVIEWS 

JP to BJP: Bihar After Lalu and Nitish— 

JP to BJP: The Unanswered Questions 

—— Mah tab AlGM iis ccsesscscnsctisusteasucasiuinavernieed 32 

The Rise and Fall of the Emerald Tigers: 

Ten Years of Research in Panna National Park— 
Research and Conservation: Tiger Reserves and 

an (Un)planned Future 

—— NENG SING st iscscssxsesstaysaeveateataninsieesoeeteeeetnase 33 

PERSPECTIVES 
The Edtech Leviathan 

—Gurumurthy Kasinathan, 
Amshuman Dasarathy .......ssscscsseseeseceeessseseeaseee 36 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 
Surviving Debt and Survival Debt in 
Times of Lockdown 

—lIsabelle Guérin, Sébastien Michiels, 

Arnaud Natal, Christophe Jalil Nordman, 

Govindan Verkatasubramanian ...ccccscsersersesseee 41 

Fiscal Transfers for Forest Cover: 

Aligning National and Subnational Objectives 
in a Federal Setting 

—Indira Rajaraman, Manish Gupta .......cccee 50 

Impact of National Lockdown on Rural 

Household’s Income: Empirical Evidence from 
Eastern India 

—Vinay K Sonkar, Seema Bathla, 

PAN CIE RUMIGR wcssccsssenscarseseacissntensoagansscnsabesnsseasnaae 58 

CURRENT STATISTICS 555 cssssssicssoseccussisosesectvossactecens 65 

MGEP FOR BIR ooh a2 / sip busscamn cRessaghtaks tksoseqartoksetosoaniseobavnnos 4 

   



  

  

Economic & Political Weekly 
Vol.47 No.2, 8 January 2022 

(CSSR NASSDOS 
& ubscribed JANUARY 8, 2022 | vo. Lv No 2 

        

  

    

  

©2          

  

Tt 
h the Minimum Wage? A Response 

  

_ 10. While heated debates persist in developed countries regarding the 
S1O) 1. : ies : : 

SIQ continuation of the minimum wage laws, they still remain popular around 

the world. Unemployment concerns around the minimum wage fade away 

when the monopsony nature of the labour market is taken into consideration. 
— Dhruv Goel 

The (Repealed) Union Contract Farming Act, 2020 

13. The rationale and the implications of the now repealed Union Contract 

Farming Act of 2020 for farmersvare the focus of this article. — Sukhpal Singh 

Hub-and-spoke Cartels 

17 The current approach adopted by the judicial bodies in dealing with 

hub-and-spoke conspiracies is evaluated and compared with the development 

of the jurisprudence in foreign jurisdictions. — Eeshan Mohapatra 

The Second Wave of COVID-19 and Beyond: Rural Healthcare 
21 Sustainable long- and short-term measures are suggested to efficiently develop 

strategies to control the pandemic and strengthen the health system in rural India. 

— Sigamani Panneer, Lekha D Bhat, Louis Rice & Komali Kantamaneni 

Need for a Comprehensive Monitoring Framework of 

Indian Forests 

25 Acomprehensive indicator-based monitoring framework from a 

multidimensional perspective to unlock the full potential of the Indian forestry 

sector is argued for. — Aaheli Chaki, Bhaskar Sinha, Jigyasa Bisaria & 
Pankaj Srivastava 

Missing Children in India: Prevalence and Contexts 
28 This article affirms the need for contextualising the issue of missing children 

within the larger discourse of child vulnerability, marginalisation, and 

child protection. — Mohua Nigudkar 

Loss of Job, Work, and Income in the Time of COVID-19 

37. The counter-intuitive nature of the results of the Periodic Labour Force 

Survey 2019-20 is unravelled by arguing that in a situation of exogenous shock, 

such as the covip-19 pandemic, the poor and vulnerable working people will 

be forced to engage in some kind of economic activity for sustaining their 

livelihood during a year, if not instantly. — K P Kannan, Mohd Imran Khan 

Governing Sacred Groves 

42 Based on extensive fieldwork in Jharkhand, this paper argues that sacred groves 

have evolved to be dynamic spaces of multilevel institutional interactions and 

contestations. Their conservation is contingent on the intersectional dynamics 
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Portability in the Public Distribution System 
50 To address the issue of monopolistic inefficiency in the public distribution 

system, several state governments in India have started implementing a novel 
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government controls what and how much. — Maya Ganesh, Rakesh Allu, 

Sarang Deo & Sripad Devalkar 

Agricultural Transformation or Compromising Food Security 

58 Aresponse to the paper “Water and Agricultural Transformation in India: A 

Symbiotic Relationship—!” by Mihir Shah, P S Vijayshankar, and Francesca Harris 

(EPw, 17 July 2021) argues that the solutions proposed in the paper will not 

revolutionise India’s agriculture sector. — Chris J Perry, M Dinesh Kumar 

Postscript 

63  Bijaya Biswal on how book clubs are spaces where the privileged sometimes 
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Chandannagar being the custodians of a dying, neglected heritage; a poem 
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PA Re e1 of Bad Debt 

Sd O the evidence of a decline in the non-performing assets ratio in India’s 

banking system points to a significant improvement in the health of banks, 

which may have occurred partly through the use of write-offs that erode the 

capital base of banks and also because of the time-bound moratorium on 

debt repayments. — C P Chandrasekhar 

Anti-conversion Legislation in Karnataka 

12 Therecent Right to Freedom of Religion Bill, 2021, passed in the Karnataka 

legislative assembly, which claims to combat conversion, is a diabolical move 

by the government. — Cynthia Stephen 

The National Disaster Management Plan, 2019 

16 This article reflects on the disaster resilience responsibility framework within 

the National Disaster Management Plan, 2019. — Anshu Ogra 

A Mental Health Epidemic? 

19 Questions are raised about an approach towards psychiatric epidemiology, 

which directly imports models in medicine to count disorders of the mind 

to produce staggering evidence to the effect that 11% of Indians.suffer from 

mental disorders. — Sudarshan R Kottai, Shubha Ranganathan 

Federal Elections in Germany: The Merkel Era Is Over 

25 The Social Democratic Party, the Greens, and the liberal Freedom 
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— Richard Detje 

Citizens’ Commission on Elections’ Report on EVMs and VVPAT 
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